[bookmark: _Toc209991857]ANNEXURE E: PROPOSAL FOR ETHICAL RESEARCH CLEARANCE INVOLVING HUMAN SUBJECT 

(To be completed only if the research involves human subjects. Researchers who have already submitted the Research Proposal may skip sections that overlap.)

To:
The Chairperson
Research Review and Ethics Committee
JSW Law Research Centre
Key Considerations for Researchers:

This document should be completed by JSW Law affiliates or any other institution whose research involves human subjects and is decided to be governed by JSW Law Research Ethics. Submit the Research Proposal and the Ethics Checklist along with this document to the RC at rc@jswlaw.bt 

SECTION 1: PROJECT DETAILS
1.1 Project Title: 
1.2 Projected Start Date:
1.3 Project End Date: 
1.4 List of Researcher(s):
SECTION 2: PROJECT DESCRIPTION
If you have been funded through JSW Law Research Fund, skip to this Section
2.1 Brief Description of the Project (Background): (If already provided in the Research Proposal, write “Refer to Research Proposal.”)
2.2 Project Rationale (Objectives): (If already provided in the Research Proposal, write “Refer to Research Proposal.”)
2.3 Goals and Anticipated Outputs: (If already provided in the Research Proposal, write “Refer to Research Proposal.”)
2.4 Have similar studies previously taken place in Bhutan? (If yes, provide details.)
2.5 How will your project contribute to this existing body of knowledge? (If already addressed in the Research Proposal, write “Refer to Research Proposal.”)
SECTION 3: METHODOLOGY
3.1 Proposed Methodology: (If already provided in the Research Proposal, write “Refer to Research Proposal.”)
3.2 Preliminary Research or Fact-Finding: (If applicable, describe. Otherwise, write “N/A.”)
3.3 Impact of Preliminary Research on Project Design: (If applicable, describe. Otherwise, write “N/A.”)

SECTION 4: INDIVIDUAL ROLES
4.1 Responsibilities of Each PI/Researcher 
4.2 Additional Team Members and Their Roles
4.3 Personnel Decisions and Supervision
4.4 Progress Reports and Final Reports
SECTION 5: INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT
If you have been funded through JSW Law Research Fund, skip to this Section
5.1 Additional Support Required from JSW Law or the Research Centre:
(If already provided in the Research Proposal, write “Refer to Research Proposal.”)
SECTION 6: ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS
6.1 Confidentiality Clause
6.1.1 All data collected during the research will be treated as strictly confidential. 
6.1.2 Personal identifiers (e.g., names, addresses, contact information) will be removed or anonymised before data analysis. 
6.1.3 Data will be stored securely in password-protected files or locked cabinets accessible only to authorised personnel.
6.2 Privacy Protections
6.2.1 Participants will be informed about how their data will be used and assured that their participation is voluntary.
6.2.2 Consent forms will explicitly state that participants can withdraw from the study at any time without penalty.
6.2.3  Interviews or focus groups will be conducted in private settings to ensure participant privacy.
6.3 Data Security Measures
6.3.1 Digital data will be encrypted and backed up regularly.
6.3.2  Physical documents will be stored in secure locations with restricted access.
6.3.3  Only the research team will have access to raw data; external parties will receive de-identified datasets.
6.4 Informed Consent Process
6.4.1 Participants will be provided with an information sheet outlining the purpose, procedures, risks, benefits, and their rights.
6.4.2 Written consent will be obtained prior to participation. For illiterate participants, verbal consent will be recorded in the presence of a witness.
6.5 Handling Sensitive Information
6.5.1 Any sensitive information (e.g., health records, financial data) will be handled according to legal and institutional guidelines.
6.5.2 Special care will be taken to protect vulnerable populations (e.g., minors, elderly, marginalised groups).
6.6 Reporting Adverse Events
6.6.1 Any adverse events or unforeseen circumstances affecting participants will be reported immediately to the Research Ethics and Review Committee.
6.6.2 A detailed incident report will be submitted within 48 hours, including proposed corrective actions.
SECTION 7: CONTINGENCIES & COMMUNICATION
If you have been funded through JSW Law Research Fund, skip to this Section
SECTION 8: FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE
If you have been funded through JSW Law Research Fund, skip to this Section

(Skip if N/A or already covered in the Research Proposal.)
SECTION 9: EDITORIAL OVERSIGHT
9.1 Editorial Requirements for Final Product: (If applicable, describe. Otherwise, write “N/A.”)
9.2 Editorial Concerns: (If applicable, describe. Otherwise, write “N/A.”)
SECTION 10: DATA MANAGEMENT
10.1 Data Storage and Management: (If applicable, describe. Otherwise, write “N/A.”)
10.2 Data Updates and Access Monitoring: (If applicable, describe. Otherwise, write “N/A.”)
10.3 Handling Confidential or Anonymous Data: (If applicable, describe. Otherwise, write “N/A.”)
10.4 Long-Term Storage and Access: (If applicable, describe. Otherwise, write “N/A.”)
SECTION 11: LITERATURE REVIEW
If you have been funded through JSW Law Research Fund, skip to this Section

(If already provided in the Research Proposal, write “Refer to Research Proposal.”)
Declaration of Agreement
The above proposal accurately reflects the most current details of my anticipated research at JSW Law. I agree to contact the members of the Research Review Committee if any significant changes take place that may require further review or annotation to this proposal.
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